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Mission statement of The Interfaith Center for Sustainable Development (ICSD): to catalyze a 

transition to a sustainable human society through the active leadership of faith communities. 

How we manifest this: ICSD connects environmental concerns with faith-based values through 

education and advocacy projects. We educate faith leaders about environmental issues, and educate 

these leaders so they are able to speak to their own communities about the importance of 

environmental care. The great spiritual wisdom of various faiths points to caring for the planet and its 

inhabitants as a fundamental human value. We bring together leaders of these different traditions, 

identifying and clarifying these sources of wisdom as the foundation for faith-specific practical 

programs of environmental sustainability. We build bridges across faith traditions as well as between 

religion and science, and enable participants to connect personally with the land in hands-on 

workshops.  

Programmatic Map of 2015 Projects 
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This annual report highlights three of our many projects in 2015: Thought Leadership and Global 
Engagement on Faith and Ecology, the Engaging Seminaries on Teaching on Faith and Ecology Project, 
and the Women's Faith and Ecology Project. 

 

Section 1: Thought Leadership and Global Engagement on Faith and Ecology 

ICSD provided thought leadership as part of its global engagement on faith and ecology. This  included: 

 ICSD founder and executive director Rabbi Yonatan Neril speaking on two interfaith panels on 

climate change at the Parliament of 

World Religions in Salt Lake City (see 

photo right).  

 Co-organizing interfaith press 

conferences at the UN climate 

negotiations in Paris, as part of our 

collaboration on the United Planet 

Faith & Science Initiative. At these press conferences in Paris, top climate scientist Dr. James 

Hansen, and Archbishop Emeritus of Canterbury Rowan Williams spoke. Click here to read about 

what Dr. Hansen said at the press conference.  

 Organizing three women's seminars on faith and ecology in Jerusalem as part of ICSD's Women's 

Faith and Ecology Project, in which 40 Jewish, Muslim, and Christian women participated, in 

December 2015. Click here for a blog post about one of the seminars.  

 Co-organizing the event Religious Education in the Age of Climate Change, in Jerusalem, in 

collaboration with the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, for directors of theological institutes. 

 A speaking tour in the United States on faith and ecology. Rabbi Neril spoke on both the east and 

west coast interfaith panels about faith-based action to curb climate change. Click here to read 

more. 

https://parliamentofreligions.org/parliament/salt-lake-2015)
https://parliamentofreligions.org/parliament/salt-lake-2015)
http://www.interfaithsustain.com/dr-james-hansen-the-climate-problem-will-not-go-away-until-we-put-a-price-on-carbon/
http://www.interfaithsustain.com/womens-faith-and-ecology-project-in-jerusalem-spurs-dialogue-and-action/
https://go.madmimi.com/redirects/1447258378-8e072743d3d67bb7fcb2cd40926a3a70-d70e3a7?pa=34525470627
https://go.madmimi.com/redirects/1447258378-9f1a166dad139717ca8284111b175390-d70e3a7?pa=34525470627
https://go.madmimi.com/redirects/1447258378-9f1a166dad139717ca8284111b175390-d70e3a7?pa=34525470627


 

 

 Rabbi Neril participating in and spoke at interfaith climate change conferences in Rome, Paris, and 

Istanbul. Here is a link to the 'Why I Care' theme of the Summit of Conscience for the Climate in 

Paris, and here is a blog post about his experiences at the Islamic Symposium on Climate Change in 

Istanbul.  

 Organizing a Jerusalem Call for action 

on climate change with about 60 

people of different faiths. To read 

more, click here.  (see photo) 

 Organizing an interfaith group who 

walked to Jerusalem in solidarity with 

the People's Climate Pilgrimage, during 

the Paris COP 21 negotiations. 

 Holding an Interfaith Eco Sermon Slam 

in Jerusalem with ten performers and 

60 participants, in June 2015, in the format of a poetry slam. For faith communities, connecting 

their values and vision to sustainability offers a new model for social justice that many have been 

seeking. 

Section 2: Engaging Seminaries on Teaching on Faith and Ecology Project 

The main area of our work was in the Engaging Seminaries on Teaching on Faith and Ecology Project. 

This project had two main goals. First, ICSD expanded the online availability of seminary faith and ecology 

course syllabi and reading lists beyond existing databases, as well as improve the online presentation of 

the information, and make it searchable and viewable according to religion, denomination, and topic. 

ICSD created on its website the largest online searchable collection of seminaries' faith and ecology 

syllabi and reading lists.  

https://go.madmimi.com/redirects/1447258378-8ceb9ee6407ea0d3fb47ef403bba1129-d70e3a7?pa=34525470627
https://go.madmimi.com/redirects/1447258378-a76ab0266c0fb115ee781188a00cbaa8-d70e3a7?pa=34525470627
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/jerusalem-climate-action-highlights-urgency-of-addressing-the-climate-crisis/
http://www.interfaithsustain.com/syllabus-2/
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ICSD emailed over 60 professors across North America, 

inviting them to including their syllabi in ICSD’s collection. 

The collection now has about 80 syllabi on it, some of which 

were provided by The Green Seminaries Initiative and the 

Seminary Stewardship Alliance, making it the largest such 

resource available anywhere. 

A second goal was engaging seminaries in researching, 

writing, and issuing the first-ever Report on Faith and 

Ecology in North American Seminaries, and a separate 

Report on Catholic Ecology Courses at Catholic Seminaries. 

ICSD's efforts in gathering and organizing faith and ecology 

data from and for seminaries, served as the basis for these 

reports. In June, in the same time period as the release of 

the Papal Encyclical on Care for Our Common Home, ICSD issued a press release about its comprehensive 

report to 2,200 journalists in the United States and Israel in June.  

The report and syllabus collection received media coverage in multiple circulations, including the 

National Catholic Reporter and the blog Green Prophet. During his participation at interfaith 

environmental conferences in Rome, Istanbul, Paris, and Salt Lake City, ICSD executive director Rabbi 

Yonatan Neril personally gave close to 100 copies of the report to bishops, clergy, and religious 

stakeholders.  

In addition, ICSD mailed a personalized paper copy of the report to the approximately 300 seminary 

deans in North America. In total, 550 copies of the 50-page report have been printed, and almost all 

were distributed, raising awareness of existing courses and course content, and inspiring the creation of 

new educational content on faith and ecology as well. 

 

http://www.interfaithsustain.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Report_Faith_Ecology3.pdf
http://www.interfaithsustain.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Report_Faith_Ecology3.pdf
http://www.interfaithsustain.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Report-on-Catholic-Ecology-Courses-in-Catholic-Seminaries.pdf
http://ncronline.org/blogs/eco-catholic/more-seminaries-offering-courses-faith-environment-study-finds
http://www.greenprophet.com/2015/06/news-the-pope-will-love-faith-and-ecology-teachings-making-world-more-holy/


 

 

Challenges Encountered in Engaging Seminaries on Faith and Ecology 

Included below are some of the challenges we faced in interactions with seminary deans in regards to 

them offering a full course on faith and ecology: 

 Theological schools tend to be conservative, lessening their interest in offering courses on modern 

topics like ecology (a discipline which in universities only emerged in the 1970s). 

 For some conservative seminary deans, ecology is perceived as a liberal issue and therefore 

outside of the realm of their ideological framework. Many therefore oppose including it as part of 

the formation process. 

 Seminary leadership most likely never studied about the connection between faith and ecology in 

their theological education, and thus may be not fully acquainted with the teachings in their 

tradition on environmental sustainability.  

 Some seminaries are under major financial pressure, due to a major decline in enrollment of full-

time students, which impacts their ability to offer new courses  

 

Within Catholic seminaries in particular, the following factors are also significant: 

 Catholic seminaries are already heavy with requirements in philosophy, systematic and moral 

theology, Latin, Greek, Aramaic, Hebrew, liturgical teaching, patristics (early Christian history), 

sacred music, and other topics, and there is not a lot of flexibility in the curriculum.  This also 

applies to Orthodox Christian seminaries.  

 Because of the existing heavy educational burden, environmental themes of Laudato Si will be 

incorporated into existing social justice courses, which are required at most Catholic seminaries, 

but not offered as separate courses. 

 Many seminary deans and bishops say a top-down mandate from the Vatican Congregation for the 

Clergy is required to change seminary curriculum in this area, while many at the top say a 

groundswell from below is required. 
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 There is little effort to connect the doctrine of creation with the doctrine of redemption. 

 

Within Jewish seminaries, and Orthodox ones in particular, the following factors are also significant: 

 The bulk of the rabbinical training is focused on the study of Talmud and Jewish law. Within the 

Talmud learning, particular focus is given to the study of damages and tort law, and marriage and 

divorce law. Within Jewish law, the focus is on the keeping kosher, observing Shabbat, and 

menstrual purity.  

 The aspects of Jewish law that relate to ecology, including ‘Bal tashchit,’ are generally overlooked. 

The exception is when seminaries study certain sections of the Talmud that relate to ecology, like 

the 2nd chapter of Tractate Baba Batra on environmental damages, or Tractate Ta’anit on drought 

in Israel. Yet even when these sections are studied, it requires a teacher with an awareness of 

ecological issues to connect the Talmudic learning to modern ecological issues.  

 

Oftentimes a seminary dean, when asked whether he or she would include faith and ecology formally 

within the curriculum, responds that the current program of formation is so full that there is no room 

to add anything.  

 

Successes in Engaging Seminaries on Faith and Ecology 

Despite these challenges, we received close to 20 responses from seminary deans upon receiving our 

report, including the following: 

Dean & VP for Academics, Professor of Theology & Pentecostal Spirituality Pentecostal Theological 

Seminary, David Sang-Ehil Han: "I am in receipt of your email letter. While PTS doesn't yet have a 

specific course on "faith and ecology", some of our courses deal with the subject matter in variegated 

ways. Much of class discussion in this direction takes place in particular when a course deals with the 

doctrine of creation. Indeed, PTS might need to look at the prospect of developing a full course on 



 

 

the topic of "faith and ecology". I would take your email letter as a good reminder for our 

community to reflect and perhaps strategize in this direction.” 

Academic Dean St. John's Seminary School of Theology (CA), Rev. Anthony Lilles:  “Thank you for this 

message, and again for this wonderful resource that you have produced. I understand the limitations 

that are faced in an undertaking of such magnitude — and your organization has done a wonderful job. 

It was impressive to see many of the efforts of my colleagues regarding faith and ecology. As for Saint 

John’s, we are in the beginnings of a curriculum revision and major changes in the make up of our 

faculty. While recent developments in faith and ecology course offerings and approaches will not 

impact our own offerings in the short term, I hope that we can collaborate with your efforts in the 

future. Thank you for this effort and this wonderful resource. I will bring this into our faculty 

discussions. Again, thank you for your hard work in pulling this together, including the online syllabus 

resource - it is a very informative and useful too.” 

Dean, Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, Rev. James C. Skedros “Thank you for your two 

emails and the work that your Center is doing. The Orthodox Christian theological tradition is deeply 

connected to issues of a sustainable environment and God's creation. We will be hosting an 

international conference in October 2016 on Orthodox theology and the environment. Although we 

don't offer a specific course on the topic, my hope is that the resources you have provided me along 

with this upcoming conference will be the spark to do so. I wish you well with your work.” 

Professor Mary Evelyn Tucker, founder and director of the Forum on Religion and Ecology, Yale 

University: “We have looked at this and it looks very good indeed. Many thanks for your work on this. 

We look forward to assisting by distributing it at the American Academy of Religion Meeting. Our lunch 

meeting has about 100 people and then there are other sessions as well. Our Dean from Yale Divinity 

School will be there as well. We will share this final version with our Dean at Yale Divinity School. 

Thanks to you and your team for the hard work on this! 
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Section 3: The Women's Faith and Ecology Project in Jerusalem  

The Interfaith Center for Sustainable Development implemented the Women's Faith and Ecology 

Project in Jerusalem in late 2015 and early 2016. The project engaged Christian, Muslim, and Jewish 

women in the Jerusalem area who participated in inspiring seminars on faith and ecology. Four 

women's seminars were held, focusing on women’s leadership, ecology, and faith, and involved 

lectures, workshops, discussions, and  field trips   

Included in the sessions were textual study 

from the sacred texts of the different faiths 

represented by participants focusing on both 

human and Divine responsibility for the earth. 

The women participating discussed of their 

own vulnerability and how they saw that 

mirrored in  nature’s vulnerability. They shared 

insights and concerns about their roles as 

mother, teacher, daughter, wife, and activist. They openly acknowledged the challenges that world in 

general, and Jerusalem in particular, face in terms of environmental care and sustainability.  

Participants explored how they could be change agents, both as integral and influential members of 

their communities, and as religious followers and leaders. 

Participant Demographics 

The meetings were attended by Christian, Jewish, and Muslim women, including Bedouin,, with seven 

speakers from the three faiths. The participants came from a range of denominations within their 

faiths, including Protestants and Catholics, and Orthodox, Reform, and secular Jews. These women 

came from various professional backgrounds. Some worked as religious leaders, others in ecologically 

oriented organizations, many more who work mostly in the non-profit sector and in education.  

 



 

 

The Women's Faith and Ecology Project Goals: 

1. To encourage a better understanding of the “other” and support the creation of cross-cultural and 

inter-religious friendships and partnerships; 

2. To educate group members about the teachings on the environment and sustainability within their 

own faith traditions. and tp foster a culture of appreciation of similar wisdom teachings from 

different religions and cultures; 

3. To increase the understanding of both human and environmental challenges in Jerusalem, in the 

region, and throughout the world among female religious leaders;4. To facilitate a sustained 

network of Jerusalem-based female leaders in developing and implementing an environmental 

action plan, and advocating for their communities. 

Seminar Highlights   

 Four seminars were held during over the course of eight weeks.  

 Seminars were comprised of a mix of women from various faith traditions, professional 

backgrounds, cultural traditions, and religious roles. Women came together in a workshop 

environment, participating in projects and activities designed to help the women from divergent 

backgrounds, religious traditions, and cultural assumptions to get to know each other as 

individuals.  

 The 1st seminar featured a panel of three female religious leaders represetning three faiths– 

Reverend Carrie Smith (Christian), Rabbi Meesh Hammer (Jewish), and Yasmin Barhum (Muslim). 

The panelists spoke of their work and challenges they faced in implementing projects, which 

generated deep and meaningful conversations both with the panelists and among the 

participants.  
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 Naomi Tsur, former Deputy Mayor of Jerusalem and founder of the Jerusalem Green Fund, spoke 

in the 2nd seminar.  She talked about her work promoting significant changes related to 

sustainability, ecology and faith in Jerusalem, and the importance of women leadership in politics 

and the significance of faith-inspired organizations to Jerusalem’s future.  

 Seminar 3 featured a multi-faith panel with 3 women: Mira, a Jewish woman from Tel Aviv, spoke 

about her work on the Jordan River with EcoPeace Middle East.   Soher, a Christian Arab who told 

us about her work as an economist and work with Catholic seminary students at the Jewish-

Christian Relations Center. And Samah a Muslim woman from East Jerusalem, shared with us 

stories from her work with the amazing projects in the Kidron Valley (Wadi al-Nar) of Jerusalem, 

her photography project with young Muslim women and her work in the Jerusalem municipality.  

 Participants took a field trip to the Jordan River to understand the environmental challenges 

shared by all the people living in this land, and how complex the concerns and issues can be. The 

women worked in small groups and discussed projects and gave each other valuable advice and 

comments on how to realize the goals for local women's social entrepreneurship in Jerusalem 

relating to ecology. 

Philanthropic Support 

In 2015, ICSD received philanthropic support from the Julia Burke Foundation, the German Embassy in 

Tel Aviv, the Nathan Cummings Foundation, the Sinton Family Fund, the Opaline Fund, the 

Orphaflamme Foundation, and other funders. The grants are detailed in the actualized organizational 

budget below. We thank these supporters of ICSD for partnering in manifesting this important work. 

 

 

 



 

 

Section 4: Actualized Annual Organizational Budget  

January 2015 to December 2015  

ITEM  DESCRIPTION ACTUAL  

Projected Income  In US dollars 

The Julia Burke 

Foundation For general operating support, received Jan. 2015 $40,000 

The Julia Burke 

Foundation 

For Seminary Students Sustainability Project 

Christian engagement, granted  Feb.  65,800 

The Julia Burke 

Foundation 

For printing and mailing of Reports to U.S. 

seminaries 5,950 

Self-Generated Income 
From U.S. speaking tours, interfaith panels in Israel, 

and eco-tourism programs in Israel 5,100 

German Embassy, Tel 

Aviv 

Commited for Women’s  Faith and Ecology Project, 

half received May '15, half to be disbursed fall '15 13,000 

Opaline Fund For general operating Support, received March 2015 8,000 

Orphaflamme 

Foundation 
For general operating Support, received July 2015 

8,000 

Sinton Family 

Foundation 
For general operating support, received Jan. ‘15 

5,000 

Individual Donations 
From solicitations in person and by email in Israel 

and US.  4,274 

British Shalom Salaam 

Trust 

For Women’s Interfaith Eco Project, received May 

'15 3,200 

Projected Income 

Subtotal   $158,354 
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EXPENSES     

General and 

Administrative  
 (Exclusive of in-kind and pro bono) 

  

Staff 

Executive Director and Resource Development 

Coordinator.  Foundation research, grant writing, 

inquiries to funders. 33,300 

Webmaster 

Additional costs included in seminary project row 

below 6,300 

Office Assistant 

Bookkeeping, administrative work (as part of the 

position of a project coordinator) 4,150 

Accounting 

By Israeli accountant to comply as NGO, including for 

previous year's payment 6,578 

Miscellaneous 

Office supplies, laptop computer repairs and 

accessories, website domain hosting, graphic design, 

local travel, other 2,000 

Bank fees About 1% of every international wire transfer 1,500 

Fundraising Services 

To David Maier Epstein and Associates for 25 hours 

of work in hiring of fundraising staff member,  and 

for monthly digest of foundation RFPs, and for 

review of select grant proposals 1,769 

Fiscal Sponsor Fee 

6% of US grants and donations received by US-based 

Jumpstart 1,000 

Insurance 3rd party liability of programs, and office policy 842 

   

Total  $57,439 

      



 

 

Programmatic 

(exclusive of in-kind 

and pro bono) 

  

  

Seminary Students 

Sustainability Project 

For specific objectives as written in proposal to Julia 

Burke Foundation, plus $5,000 for printing and 

mailing of Reports 76,700 

Women Faith and 

Ecology Project 

For three seminars in 2015, with 10-15 participants 

at each seminar 8,000 

Interfaith Conference 

in Jerusalem for 

Seminary Deans 

  As part of Seminary Students Sustainability Project 

6,000 

United Planet Faith and 

Science Initiative 

For production of short video, planning of November 

Paris press conferences, and website work  3,500 

Jewish Eco Seminars 

and Eco Israel Tours 

Seminar logistics and implementation for five 

revenue-generating seminars.  2,000 

Speaking and 

Fundraising Tours 

In North America, in April for Rachel Winner, and fall 

for Yonatan Neril, plus participating in conferences in 

Rome, Paris, and Istanbul 4,500 

Programmatic subtotal   100,700 

      

Expenses Grand Total:   $158,139 

   

Income Minus 

Expenses 
 

$185 
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In Kind and Pro Bono 

Income and Expenses 

Note: These are not included in the above income 

and expenses  

Interns 
Sales and marketing, administrative, video, and 

website work by ten part-time interns 24,000 

Office Space and 

Expenses 

Provided by The Jerusalem Inter Cultural Center and 

ICSD Director, including US phone line, printing, and 

copying 18,000 

Konrad Adenauer 

Foundation 

For Interfaith Seminary Students Project, for  Oct. 

‘15  6,500 

Food and Lodging 
For North American speaking tours in April and 

October 6,000 

Salesforce Customer 

Relationship 

Management (CRM) 

10 subscriptions for Enterprise Edition; granted July 

’14 by Salesforce Foundation 
3,125 

Meeting Space for 

Seminars 
Provided by Jerusalem Inter Cultural Center 

1,900 

Greenfaith/OurVoices 

Airfare, lodging, food, and conference fees at 

interfaith environmental conferences in Rome and 

Istanbul 2,000 

French government 
Airfare, lodging, and conference fees at Paris Summit 

of Conscience for the Climate 1,500 

Consulting and Email 

Newsletter Services 
Fundraising, marketing, legal, educational  

500 

In Kind and Pro Bono 

Total 
  

$80,975 


